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From the Pastor NOVEMBER  2022

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:7

As the holidays approach, many of us will be trying to have a “normal” celebration. Some things
we put on hold since the pandemic began will be returning. More in-person holiday parties, kids’
holiday concerts, and for our church, we return to jointly celebrating Thanksgiving Eve with St.
John’s UCC.

There are lots of reasons this season to give thanks and praise to God! It’s always a good idea to
say thank you and praise God for all the good we have and for getting us through the pandemic.
Society puts a lot of pressure on people to have a happy holiday and to put on a smile. For many
though, the holidays are a first celebration without a loved one. This holiday season please take
some grace to not be ok, or happy, as you once would have been especially if you are in the
process of grieving a family member. And for those of us who are not facing grief, please be kind
in every sector of society, we do not know what others are going through. Whether you are
grieving or celebrating or a little of both, may God’s peace guard your hearts this month.

God’s Peace
Pastor Kim
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

November 6 All Saints Sunday & Holy Communion
8:00 AM  Worship Service
9:00 AM Sunday Church School
10:00 AM Worship Service

November 13 23rd Sunday in Pentecost
8:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 AM Sunday Church School
10:00 AM Indoor Worship Service and zoom

November 20 Christ the King & Holy Communion (One Service)
10:00 AM Indoor Worship Service and zoom
11:00 Congregational Meeting to approve 2022 Budget
& other important information following the 10 AM
Service.

November 23 Thanksgiving Eve Service with St. Johns
Joint Choir with St. Johns UCC
7:00 PM Worship Service

November 27 Advent Begins
8:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 AM Sunday Church School
10:00 AM Indoor Worship Service and zoom
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The October edition of the ECHO was sponsored by
Earnie and Barbara Hilbert in memory of their parents.

The November ECHO is not sponsored
this month.

Christian Education Sunday School is available for anyone from kindergarten through adult.
We start classes at 9:00am and end at 9:45am. Children from kindergarten through grade 6 will
be in one classroom using “One Room Sunday School” materials. There will also be a Jr/Sr
High class and an adult class. If there is an interest in preschoolers attending Sunday School we
may also add a preschool class. If there is anyone interested in teaching Sunday School for any
age group, please contact Lucy Hartman.

There will be no Sunday School classes on Sunday, December 25, 2022.

Council Positions Council is looking for people to fill Church Council positions, no
experience necessary. We meet on the third Thursday of every month. Elections are in
November.  Contact Linda Kowalski.

Congregational Meeting Please plan to attend the congregational meeting on November 20.
We will only be having one service at 10 AM on November 20 th.  We need everyone to come
out and lend your voice, opinions and questions during the meeting. We need to move forward
as a church family which means we will need volunteers for church council, ushers if we want
to gather around the altar for communion, and Welca, just to name a few areas that need help
moving forward.  Come out to the meeting and tell us what you miss and how you can help us
make it happen. See you at the meeting.  Linda Kowalski, Council President

Check the EBLAST for news & updates.  If you are not receiving your EBLAST, please
check your spam file and click “Not Spam” or call Jill for help

Blood Drive The blood drive will be held on Saturday, November 5th from 9AM – 2 PM in the
fellowship hall.  Thank you for your generous time and donation.
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A BIG THANK YOU to our kind St. Joseph's Hill members who volunteer to be
our Worship Leaders, Greeters, Tec Service. THANK YOU! We are in need of
more volunteers. Susy Yerger, Volunteer Coordinator, at 610-587-7494. Your
call and service are very much appreciated! The congregation would like to

thank Jen Wood for her years of service as the Groundskeeper at St. Joseph's. The
personnel committee accepted Jen's resignation effective at the end of this year's mowing
season. We wish Jen the best as she continues her education and pursues a Master's degree.
Thank You and Best Wishes!

Daycare News CHILDREN LOVE PARTIES … and the season for parties is
upon us. We celebrated the “dressing up” at Halloween. The children will learn
about the gratefulness of Thanksgiving and we will anticipate the celebration of
“Jesus’ Birthday”. Thanksgiving for all the volunteers that have supported the
daycare for events, activities, as well as maintenance throughout the building.

Thanks to the Beekman family for donating a crate of pumpkins for Halloween activities. Thank
you for Carl Bieber for fixing doors, putting up shelves, power washing sidewalks and being
our general handyman. The children call him Mr. Carl. Thanks to Charles Anhalt for
shampooing the classroom carpets every month and servicing our vacuum cleaners. Thank you
to those silent supporters who send us “Thrivent Dollars” and contribute to our budget. Thanks
to all the individuals and families that participated in the “Corbi Pizza” fundraiser. It was a
whopping success $1459.35. The fundraising money will be used to help pay for the
landscaping of the property beside the new playground. A special thank you to the firemen
from Earl Fire Company who visited us with their firetruck on October 14th. The children
learned valuable lessons on safety and were thrilled by the siren and flashing lights. Each child
went home with a personal fire hat, coloring book and special gifts. THANK YOU EARL FIRE
COMPANY FOR SERVING OUR COMMUNITY!

Please notice the “Cathy Davidheiser Memorial Bench” out front of the church. Cathy was a
long-time member of St Joseph’s and a teacher, van driver, Bible storyteller and business
manager at the daycare. The bronze children that sit on the bench are a representation of the
love and joy that she spread to all that knew her. They make you smile… Cathy would like that!
Additional landscaping will be planned for the spring.

Special Event: On Sunday, November 6 th at 11:30 am there will be a “Celebration of Life”
service and “playground dedication”. Margaret Jean (MJ) Prulello was a preschool teacher that
cared for many of our congregation’s children at St. Joes for over 25 years. She lost her battle to
pancreatic cancer in 2020. The family welcomes members of the church and the daycare
community to the “Celebration of Life” service.
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Other news, the center was inspected on September 21 th and our license was renewed for 2022.
We passed the inspection with flying colors and will continue to serve the families in our
community.

Help Make it a Happy Thanksgiving!
THANKSGIVING GROCERY SHOPPING FOR MULTI-SERVICE.

On Sunday, November 13th at 2:00 PM our congregation will be shopping at the Boyertown
Redner’s for Thanksgiving Dinner supplies for area families in need. Our goal: to provide a
complete dinner including a turkey, canned and fresh foods like potatoes, carrots, eggs, green
beans, yams, etc. We will need $45-$50 per family. We are so happy to know our congregation
has been active in this project for decades! The last few years we’ve been able to provide two
bags of food &amp; a turkey per family even with COVID hanging over our heads. This year
we hope to be able to shop for at least 10 families. But for 10 families we will need at least
$450. We have requested and received monetary assistance from Thrivent – a $250 gift card is
provided as seed money through Thrivent’s program. That leaves $200 or more we’d need to
collect for 10 families. So, we need some help from our Church Family.

Please consider helping. There are two different ways:
giving YOUR TIME on our shopping team or YOUR DOLLAR$. We are looking for at least
three adults to shop as a group with Dennis & Marta Weller. No need to own Thrivent
products. Please contact Dennis or Marta before 11/13/22 at church or by phone
(610-367-9258) to let them know how you can help. The people at Boyertown Area
Multi-Service truly appreciate the fresh food and the quantity St. Joseph’s (Hill) Lutheran
Church provides. We have been told our grocery bags contain a quality of sustenance these
families have not seen for some time. Thank You from Multi-Service & your community.

5



In Honor of Our Veterans from Marcia Kurtz

At Charlie Conrad’s funeral I discovered that Charlie was a veteran of the Korean War.
Somehow, we had never included his name on our Military/Veteran’s board that hangs in the
hallway just outside the library. His daughter, Debbie, has given us permission to add Charlie’s
name to the list of men and women from our congregation who served in the United States
Army.
If one of your loved ones served or is serving presently in one of our branches of the military,
please let us know so that we can check the board and add his or her name if it has been
overlooked.

Looking Back
In going through some of my father’s things, I discovered a letter dated February 2, 1944 from
Pastor Luther Lee Lengel. Rev. Lengel served as pastor here at St. Joseph’s until the mid-1960s.
The letter began, “Dear Pal.” I can’t be certain, but I am wondering if it was a letter that he sent
to all active military in the congregation. He writes, “I have found it interesting to read about
the boys in the service and I thought you might enjoy it too.”
Then begins a list of names of 64 people, where they are stationed, and a tidbit of news from
them.
My father’s name is one of those listed. T/4 Nelson Moyer is stationed in Texaskana, Texas. He
is enjoying the warm climate while we are shivering in the cold weather.
Vicki Bentz’s father is also listed. Sgt. Joseph Junger was reported stationed at Camp Houze,
Texas. The last time I heard from him, he said that time was flying so fast, that he almost forgot
that the New Year was so close at hand.

Other names that I recognized:
A/S Russel Paul is taking air crew training in Capital University, Columbia, Ohio. He is quite
involved in his studies and enjoys college greatly. (During WWII, he would serve as a belly
gunner.)
CPL Tech Earl Bechtel is stationed somewhere in England and finds that visits to the cathedrals
will compensate for the fog and sunless days.
T/5 Carl Rohrbach has been stationed in North Africa but was transferred to some other
destination.
Pvt. Harold Overholtzer was stationed at Miami Beach, Florida and had finished his basic
training the last we heard from him. (Harold and his brother George would fight in the Pacific.)
Additional names included were Miller, Yoder, Weller, Kemp, Reitnauer, Kemp, Lutz, Dotterer,
Houck, and more.
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Today
As Veteran’s Day arrives on Friday, November 11, please take time to remember those in your
family, our congregation, and our community who have served or are serving to protect the
freedoms that we are blessed to experience each day. Include the following prayer in your quiet
time.
Dear Lord, Today we honor our veterans, worthy men and women who gave their best when
they were called upon to serve and protect their country. We pray that you will bless them for
their unselfish service in the continual struggle to preserve our freedoms, our safety, and our
country’s heritage, for all of us. Amen

Reminder:  Committee descriptions and
yearly calendars are due by January 8, 2022.

Thanksgiving Eve Service
“O God beyond all praising, we worship you today and sing the love amazing that songs cannot
repay. For we can only wonder at ev’ry gift you send, at blessings without number and mercies
without end.”

On Wednesday, November 23rd at 7:00pm, we will host in our sanctuary a joint Thanksgiving
Eve service with our sister congregation from St. John’s Hill UCC. Come and join us as we
sing, praise, pray, and offer thanks to a loving God. Refreshment will follow in the fellowship
hall, and we will have the opportunity to visit with our guests from St. John’s. This is a perfect
way to begin the celebration of Thanksgiving. Invite your family and neighbors. Let’s really
consider and give thanks for all the blessings and mercies that we experience each day.

“Let all things now living a song of Thanksgiving to God the creator triumphantly raise;”

Coming up….
Nov. 6th:    All Saint’s Day – remembering loved ones. Services at 8 & 10 AM

Nov. 13th:  Poinsettia order forms available; last day to order is Dec. 4th!
Nov. 20th:  One Service at 10 AM. Congregational meeting, Christmas tree installed.

Nov. 23rd:  St. Joe’s hosts Thanksgiving Eve Service with St. John’s at 7PM.
Joint Choir; sign up for desserts.

Dec. 24th:  Christmas Eve services at 4:30 & 7 PM.
Dec. 25th:  Christmas Day Service at 10 AM.
Jan. 1st:   New Year’s Day Service at 10 AM.
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Beth & David Reichert 25 years
H. Richard & Karissa Bernhard     15 years

Jane & Alan Wood 34 years
Bud & Diane Heller 55 years

Natalie Kimmel
Donald Gehris
Drusilla Spaid
Carol Barton
Grace Brown
Crystal Schwenk
Tiana Tracy
Jacob Benfield
Jenna Benfield
Galen Williamson
Doreen Hahn
Maria Foisel
Kenneth Gilbert
Collin Weidner

Amy Miller
Linda Pfleiger
Phyllis Cotellese
Adam Miller
Sandra Rosales
Lindy Thompson
Nathan Bieber
Anita Hoffman
Jennie Moyer
Ethan Selfinger
Lisa Schaeffer
Jane Wood
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ST. JOSEPH’S (HILL) LUTHERAN CHURCH
244 KOCH ROAD

BOYERTOWN, PA 19512-7761
Phone: 610-369-0990    Fax: 610-369-0912

www.stjosephshill.com email: secretary.stjosephshill@gmail.com
Like us on Facebook

Reverend Kim Truebenbach
Mrs. Linda Kowalski, Council President

Mrs. Jill Savory, Parish Secretary
Mrs. Susy Yerger, Volunteer Coordinator

Mr. Blaise Miller, Sexton
Ms. Jen Wood, Grounds Keeper

Mrs. Carol Barton, Organist
Mrs. Marcia Kurtz, Music Director

Mrs. Robin Schmale, Daycare Director
Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday………..10:00 AM–2:00 PM
Daycare hours Monday – Friday…….………….6:30 AM – 6:00 PM

Time Value: 10/25/2022

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER
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