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 THE ECHO 
OF 

ST. JOSEPH’S HILL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Rev. Kim Truebenbach                    SEPTEMBER  2020 

 

From the Pastor… 
 

“Cast your burdens on the LORD, and he will sustain you” 

Psalm 55:22 

 

 Staples created an add that I absolutely love. Set to music of “It’s the most wonderful time of the year” 

parents are back to school shopping with joy at sending their children off to school. Back to school is often a 

bitter-sweet moment. It takes a while to get used to the schedule, get used to the quiet, and the freedom of going 

to the store with less people. There is some joy at getting a break from 24/7 parenting. 

 But not this year. This year, COVID, has put a sense of worry and burden on the start of the school year. 

As I write this, school has not yet started. We debated the options; do we send our kids, do we keep them home 

and cyber or online school them, do we look for a private school option? No decision seemed right. When 

BASD offered the hybrid option we signed up for virtual. This we thought gave the kids a consistent schedule, 

and it kept them with teachers and kids they knew. But then the school board was told by the administration that 

not enough teachers, bus drivers, and janitors were returning for in person school. The administration 

recommended starting online. The Board voted no.  

 This increased my anxiety. How was the administration supposed to find the necessary staff in such a 

short time? How were the teachers going to handle larger classes and teaching virtual students? Our 

expectations were not high for this year. I’ll be honest. I just want us to stay healthy until this pandemic is under 

control. I know the kids can make up their education as long as they are healthy.  

 This is by far, one of the most challenging times of my life. I know I am not alone. Every parent with 

children in school, every teacher and para-professional, every administrator, everyone is worried about how this 

is going to go. Psalm 55:22 is my theme verse this year, and this is my hope that God will indeed sustain us 

through this time. This promise I’m clinging to, because so much of this pandemic is out of my control. I can 

truly only pray that all of us are kept healthy and safe and that God would indeed take our burdens into God’s 

own hands and sustain us through this time. May we all cast our worries onto God and be sustained in this time, 

may we all remain safe and healthy.  

 

     Peace, 
   
       Pastor Kim 
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP  
OPPORTUNITIES  

 
 

 September 6  14th Sunday in Pentecost 
    10:00 AM Worship Service via zoom 

      
 September 13  15th Sunday in Pentecost 
     8:00 AM Worship in church parking lot 
     10:00 AM Worship Service via zoom-Blessing of the Animals 
 
                       September 20  16th Sunday in Pentecost 
  8:00 AM  Worship in church parking lot - Communion  
  10:00 AM Worship Service via zoom 
 
 September 27  17th Sunday in Pentecost 
     8:00 AM Worship in church parking lot 
     10:00 AM Worship Service via zoom 
 

 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod Assembly is now on line, and over several weekends. The dates and times 

are: Friday October 16, 7:00-9:30 PM; Sunday October 18 2:00-4:30 PM; Friday October 23, 7:00-9:30 PM; 

and Saturday October 24, 9:30-11:45 AM and 1:30-4:00 PM. Voting members will be able to use a platform to 

help log on and nominate a new Bishop. If you desire to watch the assembly as a visitor you may watch the 

livestream on the synod website (godslove.org) Assembly registration and materials are due to arrive the end of 

August. Please contact Pastor Kim for more information (484)-300-9876 or kymi94@comcast.net 

 

Thank you to all of you who continue to send your offerings. 

 

The September lessons are in the vestibule at church. 

Please feel free to pick up at your convenience.  The September bulletin in enclosed. 
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Hello Everyone,  

As we look how to meet in fall, please know I am proceeding to plan month by month. We 

will start meeting in person outside at the church biweekly weather permitting. The dates are 

as follows:  August 31st, September 14th, and the 28th. We will meet at the church from 

7pm-8pm.  Please note we will not have access inside the church if the weather does not 

cooperate   I will send a text or email for a zoom meeting.  

I am so excited that on September 19th we will be having a gaga ball, pizza hang out at 

Pastor Kim's house at 5-7 pm weather permitting.  The rain date is Sunday, September 20th 5-7pm. Please 

contact me for Pastor’s address.  Please bring a mask for all events and we look forward to seeing everyone in 

person again.  

Thank you for your patience and understanding as we move forward. Please keep a look out for upcoming 

events.  

As we are saddened by No Duryea Day this year I want to thank everyone who has helped in the previous years, 

and we will anxiously wait to see what the upcoming year brings. Thank you St. Joe's family for all your 

support for our teens.  Blessings, Kristina Gabel. 

 

 

The August blood drive will be held on Saturday, September 26, 9am - 2pm in our church.  

Donors are welcome to sign up on the Miller Keystone website or call me at 484-300-2300. 

 

Also, I delivered 28 bottle of laundry detergent,50 bottles of shampoo/conditioner, and 16 packages of Dial bar 

soap using a $250 VISA gift card from Thrivent.  I typically have an annual pantry drive for Boyertown Area 

Multi-Service during VBS, with donations from the congregation, daycare and VBS families.  Fortunately, 

Thrivent understood that I could not have a typical pantry drive and permitted me to use the gift card for high 

need items.  They were so thrilled to receive the laundry soap and would be delivering it to families that 

afternoon.   Stay safe, Kathee 

 

 

Our drive by food drive was a very successful event.  Between the Thrivent Action card and the 

generous gifts from the congregation, we were able to make a substantial donation to Frieden's 

Lutheran Church's food pantry.  Multiple vehicles were used to deliver the goods.  Thanks to all who were able 

to participate. 
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October 14 & 15, 2020 

9 am to 9 pm 

 

 

Boscov’s has expanded their Friends Helping Friends to 2 days to avoid crowds and allow 

social distancing to keep everyone safe and comfortable.  They have implemented the following 

changes to allow us to raise funds for our organization. 

 

1. Since at church where we previously sold passes is not occurring at this time, Boscov’s is 

eliminating selling passes. 

2. Instead of passes being sold, you can either shop in-store or on-line.  Either way, when 

you check out, you choose the name of our church from of a list of participants.   

3. You will receive a 20% discount on your purchases.  

4. Our church will be given 5% of the total purchase amount. 

5. After the Friends Helping Friends event concludes, Boscov’s will write us a check for the 

amount that shoppers raised. 

A huge shout out to our worship leaders for the month of August and thank you Susy for pulling 

this together:  Dennis Weller, Linda Kowalski, Beth Reichert and Marta Weller.  And a big thank 

you to our young adult prayer leaders:  Kayla Miller & Ethan Dierolf.  You did wonderful!  And 

thank you Ethan for running Zoom the Sunday Matt was unavailable.     

And, since we are on thanking people for their acts of service, here are others…..we thank….. 

 Alan & Jane Wood for removing the tree that fell after the storm and working to fix the water leak. 

 Robin Schmale for expanding the wireless internet throughout the building. 

 Matt Robb for continuing to record Pastor’s sermons and your Tec support for zoom worship. 

 Marcia Kurtz for preparing the survey to the congregation and Carol Barton for tallying the results. 

 Kathie Gilbert and Anna Moyer (WELCA) for the new cabinets in the kitchen and lining the shelves. 

 Keith & Pat Christy for representing the church for the Synod Assembly 2020. 

 Yog & Susy Yerger’s son & grandson for fixing the bikes for the daycare.  

 The A-Team for assembling the newsletter each month:  I’m so grateful for you & glad to see you 

 all each month:  Cathy Reinert, Ernie Syler, Pat Shaner-Christy, Anny Moyer, Gretel Witkowski and 

 Kathie Gilbert.  

 Karen Neumaier for setting up zoom Sunday School. 

 And this is the tip of the iceberg.  So many people, so much kindness.   
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Take a Break….see how well you do! 

SPEAKING OF PLAGUES…… 

Arrange the ten plagues in order by matching each plague with its proper number of occurrence. 

1. The first plague (Ex. 7:14-24)   a. Boils  

2. The second plague (Ex. 7:25-8:15)  b. Cattle 

3. The third plague (Ex. 8:16-19)   c.  Darkness 

4. The fourth plague (Ex. 8:20-32)   d. Death  

5. The fifth plague (Ex. 9:1-7)   e. Frogs 

6. The sixth plague (Ex. 9:8-12)   f. Flies 

7. The seventh plague (Ex. 9:13-35   g. Lice 

8. The eighth plague (Ex. 10:1-20)   h. Hail 

9. The ninth plague (Ex. 10:21-29)   i. Locusts 

10. The tenth plague (Ex. 11:1-10; 12:9-42)  j. Pollution of the Nile 

* 3,285 Bible Questions & Answers – Emily Filipi 

 
Sunday School Alert:   Parents please keep an eye out for invitations to Sunday School arriving in the next few 

weeks. Currently we are devising an online Sunday School experience. More information will be available on 

the invitations.   

 

Catechetical or Confirmation classes will be virtual this year. Parents please keep an eye on email, the echo 

and mail for further information.  

 

Adult Sunday School will remain at 7 PM on Wednesday evenings via zoom all are welcome contact church 

office (610-369-0990 or secretary@stjosephshill.com) for sign in information.   

Communion will be held in the parking lot on the following dates.  Please bring your own elements:  bread, 

crackers, wine, grape juice.  Sept. 20th , Oct. 4th , Oct. 18th and Oct. 25th.  Please mark your calendars.    

Communion will also take place on zoom service at 10 AM as well. 

Please prayerfully consider joining the council team in January.  Don Hendricks and Marcia Kurtz 

have completed a 6 year term.  Thank you both for your service!  The Council meets the third 

Thursday of every month at 7 PM via zoom.   

 

 

The church directory will be available for pick up in mid-September.  Keep a look out on E-blasts as to when 

you can pick them up in the vestibule. 

 

Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding, in 

all thy ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your steps.”  Thank you Lord for your 

promises!  It is the craziest September that the center has ever experienced.   “Back to School” 

has been delayed, changed…changed again… and again.  But, the children are still happy and 

playing without care of what the world is experiencing. In that we rejoice!  A new virtual classroom has been 

created for our school age children with updated internet services.  There are families that are returning after the 

summer and the Covid crisis and we are here to provide a safe and secure “home away from home”.    

 

 

mailto:secretary@stjosephshill.com
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  SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  

 

   
6     Lucille & Dale Hartman    40 years 27  Anita & Greg Hoffman              40 years 
       Edwin & Tracy Dierolf    19 years 30  Karen & Matthew Neumaier 25 years 
18  Michele & Calvin Beekman  41 years 

 
 

St. Joseph’s Hill family congratulates 
Danielle Eisenhart  & Connor Longacre 
on your wedding day of September 5th! 

 
   

 

        SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

 

 3 Phyllis Luft  

 5 Caleb Rose  

 6 Ethan Dierolf 

  Brad Reinboth 

 7 Carolyn Gilbert 

 8 Karissa Bernhard 

  Skyler Jabbs  

   9  Timothy Albrecht 

  Karen Neumaier 

  Julie Renninger 

 10 Keith Christy 

 11 Dean Hobert 

 12 Arlene McCaffrey 

  Cole Schwenk  

  Braxton Billera-Smith 

 13 Richard Szilli 

 16 Paul Miller 

  Ava Christy Greener   

 17 Faye Gehris 

 18 Charles Blair 

  Jessica Neumaier 

  Gretchen Kimmel 

 

 

 

 

 19 Kenneth Kurtz 

  Steven Gehris 

  Danielle Eisenhart 

 20 Edward Hantwerker 

  Jennifer Bollard  

 21 Douglas Magners 

  Leah Marie Moyer 

      23 Rosemarie Hantwerker 

  Samantha Elmore   

 25 Garry Botts  

  Kelley Elmore 

  Madison Robb  

 26 Esther Hendricks  

      27 Ann Odgren  

 28 Joshua Eck 

  James Miller 

  Barbara Hilbert 

  Clark Williamson  

 29 Madelyn Souder  

 30 Richard Gill, Jr.  

  Kim Reinboth 

  Brittany Billera-Smith 
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ST. JOSEPH’S (HILL) LUTHERAN CHURCH     

244 KOCH ROAD 

BOYERTOWN, PA 19512-7761 

Phone: 610-369-0990 Fax: 610-369-0912 

www.stjosephshill.com   email:  secretary@stjosephshill.com 

Like us on Facebook 

Office Hours: Mon through Fri., 10:00 AM–2:00 PM    non-profit 

Pastor Hours: Monday through Thursday, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 

The Rev. Kim Truebenbach 484-300-9876 

Mr. Donald Hendricks, Council President 610-367-6228 

Mrs. Jill Savory, Parish Secretary 610-369-0990 

Ms.  Kristina Gabel, Youth Leader 484-752-0789                        

Mrs. Susy Yerger, Volunteer Coordinator 610-587-7494 

Mrs. Amy Sensenig, Sexton  

Ms. Jen Wood, Grounds Keeper 610-367-9733  

Mrs. Carol Barton, Organist 610-367-0865         

Mrs. Marcia Kurtz, Music Director 610-367-5627 

Mrs. Robin Schmale, Daycare Director 610-367-1980 

Monday – Friday 6:30 AM – 6:00 PM 

 

Time Value: 8/28/2020 

NO ENDORSEMENT 
************************************************************************************************** 
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