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 THE ECHO 

OF 
ST. JOSEPH’S HILL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Rev. Kim Truebenbach                           AUGUST  2020 

From the Pastor… 
 

“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. 

Today’s trouble is enough for today.” Matthew 6:34 

 

This is one of those passages in scripture that sounds nice in theory and impossible for me to figure out how put 

in to practice. I worry. I have kids. How does one not worry when raising kids especially teenagers? How does 

one not worry when there is so much uncertainty right now? How does one not worry when a virus is running 

loose in our country and so many people are sick or dying? How does one not worry when sending kids to 

school or day care in this context? How does one not worry when one is unemployed and facing the uncertainty 

of financial obligations and joblessness?  

 

Today, thanks in part to COVID, we have a whole new level of worry and uncertainty. I normally find planning 

things, like vacations, to be a great joy and actually having a plan decreases my worry. Being proactive and 

prepared makes me less anxious. Our entire summer was getting planned pre-COVID:  my High School 

reunion, my niece’s wedding and bringing my sister and her family over from Germany so we could all have a 

family reunion and she could see our Mom. All of it gone now. On hold for now, in a purgatory like existence 

of the movie Ground Hog’s Day. Every day a repeat of the last day.  

 

I honestly do not have a practical way to stop worrying. I worry about reopening the church and if some one 

contracts COVID. I worry about my children going back to school in the fall and if it will be in person or 

online. I worry about our children’s mental health in this stressful uncertain time. I worry that too many people 

will be harmed out of a desire to return to normal before it is safe.  

 

These are simply worrying times and maybe our worries are the beginning of our prayers. Perhaps during this 

time we as individuals and families need to take our worries and write them down or tell them allowed and ask 

God to help us. Ask God to help us through these times, help us stay safe, help our friends and families who are 

struggling and help us when we struggle. This time will not last, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t stressful or 

difficult to manage. We can take these struggles to God in prayer and ask God to give us peace and patience in 

this time. We can ask God to help take our worries onto his shoulders and in his capable hands. And as we lift 

up our prayers may we remember that God is faithful and steadfast. May we remember that nothing in life can 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus Our Lord.  

                                      
     
 
                 Peace,  
      Pastor Kim 
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The August edition of the ECHO is sponsored by Sallie & 
Linda in honor of Braiden Bice’s 16th Birthday & Heather 

Rothermel’s retirement. 

 

August Worship Opportunities 
 

 August  2  9th Sunday after Pentecost 

     10:00 AM Worship Service via zoom 

 
 August 9  10th Sunday after Pentecost  

     10:00 AM Worship Service via zoom 

                     August 16  11th Sunday after Pentecost  

     10:00 AM Worship Service via zoom 

 August 23  12th Sunday after Pentecost  

             10:00 AM Worship Service via zoom 

 
 August 30  13th Sunday after Pentecost 

     10:00 AM Worship Service via zoom 

 
 

Thank you to those that read the scriptures in July:  Beth Reichert, Ed Dierolf, the Neumaier’s and 

Sandy Seasholtz.  We are so grateful for your participation.  

 

We are looking for individuals who will help with our Facebook page, website, etc.  Please contact Jill at 610-

369-0990, Pastor Kim 484-300-9876 or Matt Robb at 610-413-5570. 

 

Sincere thanks to all of you who have volunteered over the years.  Many of you took on the necessary 

tasks to make possible the services and various gatherings at St. Joe’s.  It takes an army and you 

certainly showed up for duty.  You have made my job easier by willingly stepping up and helping.  Please 

continue to volunteer in the months and years to come.  Praying for peace and for all to stay healthy and safe!  

Joanne 

 

Hello Everyone,  We had so much fun Sunday hosting the Scavenger Hunt in Boyertown. We had 

ten families come out and search through the clues; some of our youngsters even got a little history 

lesson about Boyertown. While on the hunt, some had the pleasure of having some local residents 

help them out with the tricky clues.  A huge shout out to Brakeman's Cafe for providing a delicious snack 

throughout the hunt but also for their kindness to those on the hunt. Thank you to everyone who came out to 

participate. While everyone received a prize, the winner of our raffle was Ed and Ethan Dierolf, way to go; they 

also had all the clues correct, even the tricky one…what city has a diner in our town... Mhmm makes you think! 

Also a giant thank you to Michele Andre, Marcia Kurtz, and Jen Nunan for helping make the day possible. 

Keep a lookout for pictures on our Facebook page! Hopefully we can continue to plan fun activities! 

Blessings,  Kristina Gabel 
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August Anniversaries  
3 Louise & David Hoch  52 years 
4 Duane & Michelle Bialek 13 years 
7 Frank & Mindy Morgan 27 years 
10 Michael & Lucille Steffy 57 years 
14 Leroy & Darlene Weidner 49 years 
15 Linette & Paul Miller  44 years 
 Ann & Jeffrey Odgren  39 years 
17 Vicki & Randy Botts  29 years 
 
 

 

20 Patricia & Ted Kazmierczak 26 years 
21 Rosemarie & Edward Hantwerker   49 years 
22 Esther & Don Hendricks 56 years 
26 Beverly & Raymond Groff 53 years 
24 Lily & William Renninger 47 years 
29 Jean & Garry Botts  56 years 
31 Christine & Harry Sheetz 46 years 

 
 
 

August Birthdays 

 3 Penny Tracy   

   April Moser 

 5 Amber Glucksnis  

 6 Lindsey Moyer 

   8 Kelli Elmore  

 10 Michael Oppelt 

  Kelsey Lewis 

  Shawn Corkran 

  Kayla Miller  

 11 Jean Stauffer 

  Ken Yerk 

  Alexandria Elmore 

 12 Tanya Chambers 

 13 Curtis Seyler  

 14 Louella Garris 

 15 Jennifer Blair 

  Mackenzie Kluk   

 18 Jessica Romanowski  

  Elizabeth Tracy 

  Sebastian Antonio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 19 Romy Tressler  

  Deb Geesey 

     21 Tammy Benfield  

       23 Sean Schaeffer 

 24 William Renninger 

  Maya Hartman-Moyer 

 25 Earl Gamler 

  Cory Howard  

 26 Brenda Moyer 

  Betty Overholtzer 

  Edwin Dierolf 

    27  Mabel Hess 

 28 Elizabeth Albrecht  

 29 Owen Bice  

 30 Marcy Meitzler 

  Ty Botts 

  Rick Geesey 

 31 David Moyer 

  Lillian Leh  
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Cottage Meetings for August!  Pastor is holding in person Cottage Meetings during August. Most will be up at 

the church, outside on the lawn. Masks and social distancing required. Please sign up by calling the church 

office or emailing Jill (secretary@stjosephshill.com or Pastor (kymi94@comcast.net). Time is 7 PM.   

Peace Kim  

• Aug 9 at church  

• Aug 18 at Don & Esther Hendricks (sign up directly with Don & Esther)  

• Aug 23 at church  

• Aug 25 at church  

 

 

The center is doing well.  Our enrollment is good. The children and staff are healthy and we have 

policies in place to stay safe.  Remember to wear your mask if you come to visit and we will screen 

you at the door. 

George Washington Carver wrote, “How far you go in life depends on your being tender with the young, 

compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving, and tolerant of the weak and strong. Because 

someday in life you will have been all of these.”   

The staff here at St. Joseph’s Day Care are serving with tenderness the very young and find that they are a joy 

to the adults.  They laugh when we might worry, they are spontaneous when we want a plan, and they want the 

hugs when we are preaching social distancing.  The center continues to serve… and we are essential for the 

many families that need us.    God has blessed St. Joe’s as applications for child care enrollment continues.   

In mid-August the Center will need more staff!  If the congregation knows of “tender” loving individuals that 

are looking for employment contact Robin Schmale at 610 367-1980 or call the church office.  We have part 

time and full time positions available in all the age groups. 

 

Mission Birdsboro 2020  Despite this crazy unusual year, the churches in Birdsboro marched forward with 

their plans for their seventh annual mission project in their very own neighborhood.  According to the 

READING EAGLE many of this year’s volunteers were new to the work, but again over 100 people in all 

registered to help. 

On Thursday, July 23, seven people from our congregation prepared and packaged 80 “To Go” evening meals 

for the volunteers.  As per everything else that we are experiencing this year, the meal “To Go” experience was 

very different from last year.  Unless we bumped into a Mission Birdsboro volunteer as we were carrying food 

into the kitchen, we never saw any of the volunteers.  They were outside and we were inside.  It felt strange.  

We did receive word via a messenger that the meal was enjoyed and that the chicken was especially good.  (We 

thank Wegman’s Deli for helping us to obtain this chicken.) 

A huge thank you goes out to the following people for their work in preparing the meal: Carol Barton, Don and 

Esther Hendricks, Marcia Kurtz, Michele Magners, and Yog and Suzy Yerger.  We also thank the following 

bakers who provided delicious home made cookies for the dessert: Joanne Bieber, Elsa Breitkreutz, Pat Shaner-

Christy, Deb Geesey, Faye Gehris, Linda Harpel, Diane Heller, Christine Krall, and Ingrid Weil. 

 

YEAH,  ST. JOSEPH’S CONGREGATION! 

What a team you are! 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kymi94@comcast.net
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SOMETHING DIFFERENT – A DRIVE-UP FOOD DRIVE 

Even though we have not been able to worship together in our sanctuary since the middle of March, our 

ministry still continues. 

St Joseph’s has always reached out to support food pantries in our area.  Our last event was sponsored by the 

youth group on Souper Bowl Sunday in February.  The June food drive was not a possibility. 

With this in mind, the members and friends of the adult Sunday school class who meet on ZOOM on 

Wednesday nights, decided to sponsor a “Drive-up Food Drive” in support of the Oley Valley Food Pantry.  

Until recently the pantry served 130 families.  During the pandemic, their numbers have increased to 161 

families. 

HOW IT WILL WORK: 

At the close of day care on Friday, August 14, boxes will be placed between the church doors for donations.  

The boxes will be available through the weekend.  Just drive up and drop off your donations at your 

convenience. Monetary donations can be placed in an envelope and slipped through the doors into the hallway.  

The food drive will end with our next parking lot communion on Sunday, August 16.  Additional items will be 

purchased through the use of an Action Team Card from Thrivent Financial.  Donations will be delivered during 

the next week.  We hope that all of you who are able will donate to this drive!   

The following items are high need items at this time.   

Peanut butter,  jelly,  pasta, pasta/tomato sauce,  boxed macaroni & cheese, canned chicken, tuna or 

pork,  soups/stews,  canned vegetables (green beans, corn, carrots),  cereal,  canned fruit,  rice,  mashed 

potatoes packets. Nonfood items: dish soap, laundry detergent, shampoo, conditioner, toilet paper, paper 

towels.        No Glass.  Regular sized items are preferred. 

 

Youth News  ELCA has announced that the Gathering 2021 will be postponed until 2022.  

Even though many of us are saddened by the news, with current events as they are, I believe 

this was a good decision.  As we think about next summer, let’s come up with ways to help 

those around us in a smaller mission trips. As we continue to think of ways to help those in need,  as our Adult 

Sunday School does, I want to challenge the youth group to think of ways that people might need help and how 

we can make a difference  in our own communities.  

Monday, August 10th- Ice cream meeting at Oley Turnpike Dairy 7pm.  Please remember your mask.  All 

families welcome.  

At some point before school starts, I would like to have the kids meet at either the church or a school to have 

prayer at the flag for the upcoming school year. Additional details will following in upcoming Eblasts! 

Once again I want to thank Kayla Miller for graciously making face masks for a fundraiser.  We have almost 

sold out! If you have any fundraiser ideas for this upcoming year please let me know. Most likely we will 

continue biweekly zooms through the month of August and reevaluate come September. I would like to have a 

campfire meeting in August.  

 

I look forward to seeing everyone Monday via zoom. 

 

Blessings, Kristina Gabel  
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All are welcome! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Drive in Communion will take 

place on 

Sunday, August 16 at 7 PM. 

 

We really look forward  

to seeing you! 
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Phone: 610-369-0990 Fax: 610-369-0912 

www.stjosephshill.com   email:  secretary@stjosephshill.com 

Like us on Facebook 

Office Hours: Mon through Fri., 10:00 – 2:00 PM 

Sunday Summer Worship on zoom 10:00 AM 

The Rev. Kim Truebenbach 484-300-9876 

Mr. Donald Hendricks. Council President  610-367-6228  or current resident 

Mrs. Jill Savory, Parish Secretary 610-369-0990 

Ms. Kristina Gabel, Youth Leader 484-752-0789 

Mrs. Susy Yerger, Volunteer Coordinator 610-587-7494               

Ms. Jen Wood, Grounds Keeper 610-367-9733 

Ms. Cassandra Castrianni, Sexton 724-980-7712 

Mrs. Carol Barton, Organist 610-367-0865         

Mrs. Marcia Kurtz, Music Director 610-367-5627 

Mrs. Robin Schmale, Daycare Director 610-367-1980 
NO ENDORESMENT 

 

Time Value: 07/28/2020 

 

 

 

   

St. Joseph’s (Hill) Lutheran Church 

 

AUGUST NEWSLETTER 

 

 

http://www.stjosephshill.com/
mailto:secretary@stjosephshill.com

