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OF 
ST. JOSEPH’S HILL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Rev. Kim Truebenbach                      JULY  2020 

 
From the Pastor… 

 As I sat down to write this, the doorbell rang.  It was my son’s teacher dropping of an end of the year 
goodie bag.  We spent a few minutes talking and the reality of this uncertain time hit again as he does not know 
if he will have a job in the fall.  Boyertown ASD has laid off about 20 teachers.  I found out Sunday one of my 
brothers was also let go on Friday.  He’s in his mid-50s and it’s always a challenge as you get into the prime 
earning years to find a new job or one that pays as well as a previous job.  We live in uncertain times on so 
many, many levels. 

I’m also reminded that in our St. Joe’s Youth Group Zoom meeting Kristina also addressed the uncertain times 
with the youth present.  Our synod met via zoom for an update on how to open, when synod assembly would be 
held and if it could be held even if we go to green.  The reality that green phase is not a return to normal, not a 
back to the way things were hit us as well as we talked about NYG 2021. 

In the midst uncertainty it is natural to wonder where is God?  And as I ask this question, I am reminded of a 
story from Mother Theresa’s childhood.  Her family was poor, and a woman came to the door begging for food. 
Her mother gave this stranger half of their rice, telling her daughter we have more than they do.  Then the 
thought hit me, “help where you can.”  Stewardship drives try to teach us that God is generous and has made 
enough for us all and our world shows us that often times, too many people do not have enough.  In this time of 
uncertainty where we do not know how financially stable any of us will be, the temptation is to horde our 
wealth and protect only those we know.  Yet in this act of our teacher, who does not know if he will be 
employed this fall, generously giving my son a gift, I am reminded of Mother Theresa’s mother.   I am 
reminded that God calls us to give what we can. 

One of our fundamental teachings as Christians is to help others.  While we do not have all the answers to what 
is going to happen this fall or this summer.  While we do not currently (as of this writing) know when we will 
worship in person again, we do know that being the church is not about being IN a building but SHARING 
God’s love with our neighbors.  In this time, let us remember that we are God’s hands, feet, and heart for this 
world.  Let us BE the church by helping others as we are able.           
 
 
 
      Peace,  
       Pastor Kim 
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JULY WORSHIP  
OPPORTUNITIES 

 
  
 

 July 5  5th Sunday after Pentecost 
    10:00 AM Worship Service via zoom. 
     
 July 12 6th Sunday after Pentecost 
    10:00 AM Worship Service via zoom 
  
                     July 19           7th Sunday after Pentecost 
    10:00 AM Worship Service via zoom 
      
 July 26 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
            10:00 AM Worship Service via zoom 
  
 

Please go to our website stjosephshill.com for instructions to use zoom and join the service! 
 

  
 
           
 

The July edition of the ECHO is sponsored by 
Sallie & Linda in honor of Braiden Bice’s 16th 
Birthday & Heather Rothermel’s retirement. 

 
 
 
 
 

Christian Education  Bear Creek Camp has cancelled their 2020 summer camps for 
children.  Oley Fair is cancelled for this September 2020 and will resume next year. 

We look forward to seeing our church family when we are safely able to return to Sunday 
School and church!  Take care and stay safe and healthy! 
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With Appreciation... The Congregational Council would like to thank everyone for your continued offerings 
during this time.   Jill continues to prepare daily work and bills, Pastor Kim is caring for our members and our 
Organist, Carol, and Choir Director, Marcia, continue to work with the pastor on planning our services and 
finding ways to help us worship in new ways.  

The continued generosity of those who are able to send offerings will help pay the bills that continue to arrive. 
Know that we are doing our best to keep expenses to a minimum. Know also that we are aware that some folks 
are working hard to keep their heads above water right now and can’t give. We understand and sincerely hope 
that if the water gets too high you will let us know so we can attempt to help. A simple call to Pastor Kim, or a 
council member, will be held in confidence. Know that of times the way God helps us is through the people 
God sends.  

If while we are not meeting, you would like to sign up for on-line giving through Simply Giving, directions in 
how to do so are on our website, stjosephshill.com. We are all blessed to be a blessing. Sometimes that is in our 
giving, and sometimes it is in our receiving. May God provide ways in which we can care for each other and 
our community in these challenging times.                   Blessings, Your Congregational Council 

 

2020 Recognition of our graduates   Your church family is so proud of you.  Congratulations to the following 
graduates:  High School Graduates:  Alexis Bialek, Ashley Miller, Grace Roberts and  
Cole Schwenk.  College Graduates:  Amy Andre, Maggie Morgan, Kurt Neumaier, Sydney Robb. 
 
 

In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this church are not able to gather for 
worship as the body of Christ. While you cannot be together in person, we can hear the word of 
God and hold each other in prayer. We offer this brief resource as an aid for prayer in the home. 

As with our prayers in the gathered assembly for worship, you are encouraged to visit ELCA.org, Worship In 
Your Home.  
 

We would like to acknowledge and thank the folks who sponsored bulletins and flowers  
through the months of June & July.  They are: 

Keith & Pat Christy in memory of Thomas Shaner, Jim & Kathleen Youse in honor of their wedding 
anniversary and Jim’s birthday, Ken & Kathie Gilbert in memory of their son, Scott, Elizabeth & Mackenzie 
Albrecht  in honor of Opa & Omas anniversary, the Ryan Weller Family in honor of Kayla’s 13th birthday, Carl 
Reichert in memory of Barbara, Kathy Reinert in honor of Ernie Seyler’s 90th birthday, Arthur & Elsie 
Breitkreutz in honor of their anniversary, a church member in honor of the church council and Peggy Lozier in 
honor of her husband Don and their anniversary.  

  

A huge thank you to those of you who have been calling other church members, staying in touch 
with your church family, providing encouragement and praying with them.  If you feel you need to 
call someone, please do as it helps them as much as you.  
 

 
A huge thank you to Carl Bieber for fixing the wood trim on the outside of the building, changing the filters for 
the air conditioner and cleaning the coils in the refrigerator.  This is such a big help in maintaining the building.  
And thank you Robin, Daycare Director, for getting the broken water pipe handled quickly and efficiently.  
There is so much you do that goes above and beyond the call of duty.  
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Gift Card Update  Many thanks to those of you who continue to support our gift card fundraiser.  Your 
participation from Dec. 2007 to the present time has raised $78,718.45 for St. Joseph’s. In addition to groceries, 
the Weis, Redner and Giant cards can be used for gas and prescriptions. You only pay the face value for the 
card and the retailers donate to the church. The cards are the same as cash and you can pay for them with cash 
or a check made out to St. Joseph’s. The next order date for cards on the Great Lakes Scrip list will be July 5. 
Just call Esther or Don Hendricks (610-367-6228) with your order and we will arrange for the pick up.  
If you are an Amazon Shopper, remember to shop at:  http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6269853 and Amazon 
Smile donates to St. Joseph’s.  
 
Daycare News Ecclesiastes 11:9 says, “Be cheerful and enjoy life while you are young!” (CEV) Isn’t that a 
great verse?  In the midst of a pandemic… wearing a mask… and being told over and over “wash your hands”, 
has not lessen the excitement and enjoyment of the children at St. Joseph’s Day Care.  The center continues to 
follow CDC guidelines and abide by recommended practice while still providing an entertaining and engaging 
program for the children.   MJ (our previous assistant director) would be proud of her team of teachers, and how 
they have stepped up and delivered quality care to our young community.  Although the center will be closed on 
July 3rd to observe Independence Day, we will celebrate our patriotism with red, white and blue artwork and 
parades of fun.  Not sparklers… but sprinklers will provide hours of water amusement.    
     As a reminder:  During daycare hours (6:30 am. to 6:00 pm.) all doors will be locked, church members and 
visitors to the church will be asked to intercom the office for entrance into the building.   
     Thank you to all the members for their prayers and support over the last several months.  Special thanks to 
Rick and Deb Geesey for weeding the flower beds for our parking lot PreK graduation. The arbor looked 
wonderful!  Special thanks to the Wood family for organizing the spreading of river rock in the parking lot 
dividers.  The church grounds looked great when we re-opened in June.  
 
Youth News  I am so excited to announce I have been working with Marica Kurtz and Michelle Andre to bring 
our church a fun family activity. On July 11th, you and your family can find me at the Boyertown Library to 
grab your own Boyertown Scavenger Hunt.  As you and your family follow the clues around town, you might 
be excited about what you learn about our own little town. You can find me to grab your clues outside the 
Library between 9:00 and 9:15 AM to get a head start. Once you finish the clues they will have instructions to 
follow once you solved them all.  There will be a little prize involved for the winners. All ages are encouraged 
to come out! Our rain date is July 12th that Sunday times will be adjusted if it does rain July 11th.  
Blessings,  Kristina  
 
Duryea Day  After much discussion and careful consideration, the Boyertown Museum of Historic Vehicles 
has decided to postpone our 55th Annual Duryea Day Antique & Classic Car & Truck Show and Flea Market.  
While we always enjoy fellowship with others in the car hobby and bringing together the Boyertown 
community for this event, we believe postponing this event until next year is the responsible thing to do for 
public health. 
  
We hope that everyone who has helped make Duryea Day such a success over the years—our vendors and 
sponsors, our car registrants, our spectators, our volunteers—know that we have appreciated all of their support.  
At the end of the day, the health and wellness of all those involved is of the utmost importance to us.   
  
As always, we are looking ahead, and will start working diligently to make 2021 the best year yet for Duryea 
Day.  We look forward to celebrating Duryea Day’s 55th anniversary with all our friends and supporters in a 
healthy and productive way on Saturday, September 4, 2021.   
  
Stay safe, stay healthy, and we’ll see you in 2021. 
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      July Anniversaries 
 

 
 
2 George & Betty Overholtzer 53 years 
2 Ryan & Lisa Weller  26 years 
 
 
 
 

14 Keith & Stephanie Jabs     8 years 
15 Timothy & Vicki Bentz    13 years 
19 Ryan & Jennifer Souder   14 years 
  

 
 

                              July Birthdays  
 
 

 

 

 1 Gregory Hoffman 

 2 Randy Botts 

 4 David Blank 

 6 Susanne Antonio 

  Tracey Robb 

  Trish Hartman-Moyer 

 8 Seth Kurtz  

  Irvin Yerger 

  Katie Slozer 

   9 Jennifer Williamson  

   Kayla Weller  

 10 Matthew Robb 

  Jamie Kuser 

 11 Joelle Bieber 

  Joby Williamson 

 12 Thalia Williamson 

 13 Daykota Fox 

 16 Alexis Bialek 

 17 Dolores Frey  

 19 Louise Hoch 

        Mark Robertson 

 20  Matthew Fox 

  Dylan Kazmierczak 

 21 Elizabeth Kleinschmidt 

      Jenna Kline  

      22 Avery Rose  

  Diane Heller 

 23 Evan Dierolf 

  Emery Chambers 

 27 Kathee Rhode 

  Matthew Moyer  

 29 Shannon Bullard 

 31 Gertrude Graef 

  Emma Steele 
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ST. JOSEPH’S (HILL) LUTHERAN CHURCH          Non-Profit 
244 KOCH ROAD 
BOYERTOWN, PA 19512-7761 
Phone: 610-369-0990 Fax: 610-369-0912 
www.stjosephshill.com   email:  secretary@stjosephshill.com 
Like us on Facebook 
Office Hours: Mon through Fri., 8:00 – 12:00 PM 
Sunday Summer Worship on zoom 10:00 AM 
The Rev. Kim Truebenbach 484-300-9876 
Mr. Donald Hendricks. Council President  610-367-6228  or current resident 
Mrs. Jill Savory, Parish Secretary 610-369-0990 
Ms. Kristina Gabel, Youth Leader 484-752-0789 
Mrs. Susy Yerger, Volunteer Coordinator 610-587-7494               
Ms. Jen Wood, Grounds Keeper 610-367-9733  
Mrs. Carol Barton, Organist 610-367-0865         
Mrs. Marcia Kurtz, Music Director 610-367-5627 
Mrs. Robin Schmale, Daycare Director 610-367-1980 
NO ENDORESMENT 
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